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A Transnational Vision, Rooted in Latin American and Caribbean Migrant Communities

Una visión transnacional, con raíces en la comunidad migrante latinoamericana y caribeña

NALACC statement on the eve of the II Global Forum 
on Migration & Development

A brand new development paradigm urgently needed as a solid foundation for setting up humane and mutually beneficial global migration policies.
Oct. 27, 2008

Manila, Philippines -- As the II Global Forum on Migration and Development gets underway in the city of Manila, Philippines, the National Alliance of Latin American and Caribbean Communities (NALACC), a U.S.-based, migrant federation, calls on all governments, the private sector, and organized civil society from around the world to work together in the articulation of a brand new and comprehensive development model capable of providing a decent quality of life for the majority of the world’s population, allowing people  to access education at all levels, health care, and secure housing. Such a development policy should also emphasize support for the development and consolidation of micro, small and medium enterprises, rural and urban, as the backbone of a more prosperous and socially responsible private sector. This proposal might sound like a financially unfeasible utopia, but we would argue that all of this could get well underway with less than what governments have already spent trying to rescue a profoundly flawed financial global system.  The same global economic model that has proved so costly in recent weeks, had long ago proven incapable of bringing about meaningful economic and social opportunity for the majority of people, particularly in countries in the global South.

Human migratory flows around the world over the past few decades, both officially authorized and otherwise, can be traced to the deeply asymmetrical social and economic realities between nations in the global North, and the global South; and sometimes between neighbors in the global South itself. Migratory flows are also driven by geo-political and economic interrelations among nations, often resulting from colonial and neo-colonial ties. Recent human migration patterns also reflect the growing interconnections, interdependence patterns, and mutual awareness brought about by the process known as globalization. Simply put, the horizons for ordinary people around the world have become much wider in the last thirty years. As the landscape for the movement of financial capital, goods and culture has become global, labor markets have followed suit.

As part of the globalization process, legal frameworks have been modernized around the world to facilitate the movement of goods and capital, and to facilitate the broadcasting of global culture. However, there has been virtually no adaptation of national or international law to accommodate the natural extension of this system- the movement of human beings across borders. This gap constitutes an act of negligence by those responsible for producing functional legal frameworks for changing times and circumstances.  This negligence effectively denies migrants full recognition as members of the human family, with inalienable human rights.  As a result, migrants find themselves in increasingly vulnerable circumstances, subject to discrimination, violence, and even death. 

The lack of prompt and adequate adaptation of legal frameworks to regulate human migration in today’s global reality has exacerbated racist and xenophobic patterns in many countries around the world. From the 

perspective of a migrant-led organization such as NALACC, it is imperative for the governments from around the world to step up to the challenge, overcome the inertia or ill-advised legislative actions so far, and provide for a truly humane, mutually beneficial global migration management system that places the basic economic, social, political and cultural rights of all migrant persons at the center of a global response.

NALACC would also remind governments that human beings who happen to be migrants are not commodities.  To that end, NALACC believes that any serious plan for managing the nexus between migration and development must go far beyond facile solutions such as a global agreement on temporary workers, or faster and more affordable systems for transferring remittances. While NALACC considers these two issues to be elements of a global migration management architecture, they are not the key factors for a truly comprehensive approach to global migration and development.

NALACC members believe that durable solutions to managing global migration and development must start with an economic policy model capable of ensuring real progress in terms of basic human development, as well as a major investment in the development and consolidation of traditionally excluded economic actors. In terms of how to best manage migration, we believe it is imperative to recognize migrant persons as valuable contributors to counties of origin and destination, as well as to honor the value of keeping families together, and to respect the social, economic, political and cultural rights of all human beings. On the question of temporary worker programs, NALACC believes there are three indispensable conditions for this kind of programs to work well from the perspective of migrant’s interest: Migrant workers have to have the same labor rights as a native worker, migrant workers have to be able to self initiate an adjustment of immigration status into that of an immigrant, once the length of employment has gone beyond anything that can be reasonably called temporary; private recruiters have to done away with. Temporary labor contracts have to be handled by joint governmental agencies. The overall driving factor in resolving these challenges has to be the recognition of all persons as members of the human family, with rights and the ability to exercise those rights.

The current financial global crisis, which threatens the entire world with a dangerous economic downturn, is going to worsen the level of social and economic insecurity of the majority of people around the world. In this context, it is more urgent than ever to provide the highest level of moral leadership in engaging migrant persons as part of the solution to the challenges facing the global human family. The opportunity before the governments, representatives of the private sector, academics and the many and diverse civil society representatives gathered in Manila for the II Global Forum on Migration and Development, is to provide real leadership on maximizing the benefits of development and migration. Organized migrant communities such as those who come together in the context of NALACC will continue to do our best to be engaged partners in providing such a leadership role.
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